General Education Curriculum (GEC) Report

And 

General Assessment Plan

Modern Greek 200: Athens: The Modern City 

The course “Athens: The Modern City” (MDGR 200) meets the general principles of the model curriculum for the Category 4. Social Science, Section A. Individuals and Groups; Category 6. Diversity Experience, Section B. International Issues, Non-Western or Global Course; and Category 2. Arts and Humanities, Section C.  Cultures and Ideas in the following manner:

Category 4. Social Science, Section A. Individuals and Groups

Students will explore how national identity shapes the urban environment of a national capital and how world events such as wars and international travel shape social life and cause cultural change in a locality. Moreover, students will think critically on how ideas about the West and the East shape the ways in which individual writers experience and represent a city that commands power in the Western imagination.  

Category 6. Diversity Experience, Section B. International Issues, Non-Western or Global Course. 

Students will explore and gain substantive knowledge about society and cultural change in a country culturally between the West and the East.  They will become aware and able to appreciate the historical and social forces that shaped a national capital in a country other than their own. In tracing the historical transformation of Athens, students will be exposed to a variety of cultural practices (architecture, urban planning, death rituals, everyday strolling, music and song, fictional and travel writing about a place, cultural preservation) and will be asked to reflect on how these practices attach meaning to the built and human environment and how they produce a social environment different than their own. 

Category 2. Arts and Humanities, Section C.  Cultures and Ideas

In addition to understanding how the past shapes an urban space, and how cultural change must be understood in context, students will learn to consider that it is possible to understand a place in multiple ways, depending on ideologies and personal experience. Through the close study of texts, students will reflect on how Western ideas about Athens have shaped the experience of those who travel, live and write about the city, and how authors (fiction writers, journalists, or travelers) may reproduce or challenge pre-given cultural ideas.

General Assessment Plan

Objective: In the broadest sense this course will examine urban transformation in relation to history and culture through a close study of a particular case study, modern Athens. It will explore the making of a national capital through selective heritage preservation and modernization projects.  It will introduce students the city of Athens through careful analysis of travel narratives, literature, documentaries, customs, and historical and ethnographic accounts. 

The specific learning objectives and rationale of the course in relation to the appropriate GEC categories are addressed on syllabus.

I plan to assess student learning of the material and GEC objectives in the following manner:

1) I will assess students’ comprehension of the different ways that history and ideology shape the city’s human and built environment as well as of the ways artists, travelers, and “common people” attach significance to the city through class discussions.  While class discussion will assess the students’ understanding of the material, in-class quizzes will be given to assess the students’ level of preparation.

2) I will assess students’ research abilities to read and analyze sociological, historical, and literary sources in the term paper they will write. Students will be asked to analyze specific sources, identify the arguments of their authors, and synthesize this material in a required term paper. 

3) In the midterm and final examination I will assess the students’ ability to understand the impact of culture, history and politics on the making of a national capital, cultural differences, and the ways individuals and groups attach meaning to a city through a variety of practices (architecture, customs) and genres (literature, autobiography, and music among others). 

The course will be assessed annually.  The results of the evaluation of the examinations and papers will be evaluated and shared with the other faculty member in the Modern Greek Program and with the Undergraduate Studies Committee of the Department of Greek and Latin. Discussion will follow to determine how well the GEC goals are met in the class.

